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Knowledge and Reality
Personal Identity
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Useful Collections
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• Martin, R.and Berresi, J., Personal Identity, Blackwell (2003). 

Background Readings: 
• Olson, E., ‘Personal Identity’, The Stanford Encylopedia of Philosophy.

Questions: 
(1) Could you survive the transplant of your brain into another body? If so, 

does this entail that you are not a human animal? 
(2) Is the fact that there will be someone identical to you in the future what 

matters to your survival? Does the persistence of someone identical to you 
matter at all? 

(3) Were you ever a fetus? 
(4) What role do psychological, physical, and biological factors play in 

determining personal identity? 
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